Industry	75
Very skilled work is done and the products of the trade are marketed
all over the country.	~ * _^»,
The increasing population has occasioned 1 rapid increase in the
volume of road traffic in the Area. The omnibus service in the city of
Oxford is controlled by a company which also runs the major part
of the services in the surrounding country districts. The Great
Western Railway has a large interest in the company as it holds half
the ordinary shares. Through its directors the company is also
linked up with that great network of passenger and goods transport
undertakings with which great combines like Tilling and British
Automobile Traction Ltd., in association with the railways, have
practically covered England during the kst ten or fifteen years.1
The progress made by the company since the War has been consider-
able. In 1921 the number of passengers carried was 8,3323700, by
1936 it had risen to 26,008,760. Over the same period the number of
'buses grew from about 50 to 174.
The remainder of Oxford's industrial 'enterprises 'aFe on k much
smaller scale than those which have been mentioned. A firm with an
interesting history is one which was established in 1760 for the
production of wrought iron work. In the early nineteenth century
it built a foundry and concentrated on the casting of household
ironware. Finally, at the beginning of the present century, it started
the manufacture of electrical distribution accessories, to which It is
now mainly devoted. Only about half a dozen firms in the country
do this type of work, and the Oxford business, as a result of its
shrewd adaptation to changing industrial circumstances, has for
many years shown a steadily rising curve of prosperity and has been
almost unaffected by trade depressions. It employed in 1937 nearly
500 workers. Boat-building, an industry dependent upon the uni-
versity, employed 132 people in 1936; the largest firm engaged in
the business had nearly 100 workers. 'Oxford* marmalade is made
by one firm employing rather less than 100 people, mostly women
and girls. Many other preserves are made by the same firm and the
materials for these are largely supplied locally. Both this firm and
the boat-building business just mentioned are old-established con-
cerns, owned and managed by families whose members have for
years been prominent in the business and civic life of the city.
Apart from those in Oxford, the only industries and factories of
note in the Area are the glove industry at Woodstock, the M.G.
works at Abingdon employing about 300 people, and a leather
factory in the same place with between 150 and 200 employees.
1 Cf. A. Plummer, Nev British Industries in the Twentieth Century (1937), pp. 131-46.

